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Mrs. Mallard was sure that the pond in the Boston Public Gardens would be a perfect place for her

and her eight ducklings to live.Â  The problem was how to get them there through the busy streets

of Boston.Â  But with a little help from the Boston police, Mrs. Mallard and Jack, Kack, Lack, Nack,

Ouack, Pack, and Quack arive safely at their new home.Â Â  This brilliantly illustrated, amusingly

observed tale of Mallards on the move has won the hearts of generations of readers.Â  Awarded

theCaldecott Medal for the most distinguished American picture book for children in 1941, it has

since become a favorite of millions.
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Children naturally are interested in understanding a parent's perspective on the family. Mr. and Mrs.

Mallard's search for a safe home for their future family makes a wonderful story for children and

parents to explore and understand more about parental love. Although the book has a 4-8 age

reading level, younger children enjoy having it read to them (based on the experiences of my four

children). The illustrations are terrific and draw the child's interest very easily. Older children like to

reread the story because of its comfortable connection to their more youthful years and

reinforcement of their sense of being wanted, loved, and belonging.To me, the best part of the book

is that the locations are actually easy to find in Boston. So if you live in the Boston area or ever



come here, you can also take your children to experience the story. I know my younger daughter

thought that her first Swan boat ride in the Public Garden was the ultimate moment in her life (up to

that point). She kept wanting to know which duck was Mrs. Mallard, and which one was Mr. Mallard.

Then she wanted to spot Jack, Kack, Lack, Mack, Nack, Ouack (my favorite name in the book),

Pack, and Quack. I had a ball! There are also statues of Mrs. Mallard and her 8 offspring that the

children can touch. There's also an annual parade that you can participate in.If you don't know the

story, here's a summary: Mr. and Mrs. Mallard were looking for a place to live where they could

raise a family safely. Whenever Mr. Mallard found someplace he liked, Mrs. Mallard worried about

foxes and turtles. Finally they got to the pond in the Public Garden in Boston, and were too tired to

go on. So they spent the night on the little island there.

Robert McCloskey's classic children's book, Make Way for Ducklings is just as delightful in the year

2002 as it was back when it was first published in 1941. The timeless story of Mr. and Mrs. Mallard

and their eight adorable ducklings is still a fun read for children and parents alike. The story begins

as the prospective parents search for a new home suitable for raising their young ones. Mrs. Mallard

is clearly the expert in this endeavor and Mr. Mallard is quite relieved when she finally settles on a

spot that is not too dangerous or noisy for their young family. The couple make themselves quite at

home on a little island in the Charles River of Boston, a quiet oasis within the busy city. Soon the

ducklings hatch and Mrs. Mallard sets about teaching them all they need to know in order to live in

the city. By now they have made good friends with some of their human neighbors, especially

Michael, the policeman. When the family makes its first trip into the city, Michael calls for backup

and literally stops traffic all along their path. The people the Mallards encounter are just as pleased

to see the ducks as the Mallards are to be there. The reader leaves the family settling comfortably

for the night after a day of happily following the Swan boats in the park and eating the peanunts

tossed their way. The charm of this book lies in both the heartwarming story and th realistic but

idyllic illustrations. McCloskey is quite gifted at portraying the natural world to children in a way that

is authentic and familiar. Most children have seen duck families in a nearby pond and witnessed the

way the ducklings learn about the world by waddling along after their parents. The sketched

illustrations add to the natural feeling of the book.
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